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A conference presented by the Litigation Committee of the Dispute Resolution Section
of the International Bar Association and the Section of International Law of the
American Bar Association

Class actions at a crossroads:
Europe’s choice between its own and the
American model
24-25 May 2007
Grand Hotel Plaza, Rome, Italy
Topics will include:
• The current status of class and collective actions in Europe
• What European legislators can learn from the US and
Canadian experience
• Problems in incorporating US-style class actions into
Europe
• European legislative developments on collective actions
• Class certification – a mock hearing and roundtable
discussion
Who should attend?
Litigators, corporate counsel, judges, academics, consumer
association representatives and policy-makers.

Up to 9 CPD hours available*
* As per the Law Society of England and Wales. The number of CPD points/
hours available may vary for other bar associations and law societies depending
on their criteria.
US CLE
Accreditation has been obtained in all MCLE States

Programme
Thursday 24 May
1300 – 1730 Registration
Co-Chairs
Jorge Angell LC Rodrigo Abogados,
Madrid; Co-Chair, IBA Litigation
Committee
Barton Legum Debevoise & Plimpton LLP,
Paris; Programme Officer, ABA Section of
International Law
1400
Opening by Co-Chairs
Jorge Angell
Barton Legum
1405
Welcome remarks
Deborah Enix-Ross Debevoise & Plimpton
LLP, New York; Chair, ABA Section of
International Law
David W Rivkin Debevoise & Plimpton LLP,
New York and London; Chair, IBA Legal
Practice Division
1410 – 1600

What is a class action?
This panel will provide a clear and concise
overview of the form of class action
developed in the United States and Canada.
Its centrepiece will be a lecture describing
the US form of class action in terms that the
European lawyers in the audience will readily
understand, and covering the following main
points:
• The history and purposes of class actions
(access to justice, judicial economy and
behaviour modification)
• How class actions commence
• Requirements for class certification
(common issues, representative plaintiff,
superior means of resolving dispute)
• Providing notice to the class and
administering the class action
• Difficulties particular to class action
litigation
• Judicial supervision to prevent abuses:
withdrawal of case, settlement,
remuneration of lawyers
• Opting in and opting out
• Trial on the common issue and resolution
of individual issues
• Remedies
• Procedures for approval of settlement
• Effect of judgments in class actions
The lecture will be followed by two shorter
presentations: one describing the nuances
of the Canadian approach to class actions;
the other addressing particularities of class
actions in the securities context. There will
be ample time available at the end of each
session for questions from the audience.

Moderator
Robert Brodegaard Thacher Proffitt &
Wood LLP, New York
Speakers
Professor John C Coffee Columbia
University School of Law, New York
Bonnie Tough Tough & Podrebarac LLP,
Toronto, Ontario
Stephen N Zack Boies, Schiller & Flexner
LLP, Miami, Florida
1600 – 1630 COFFEE/TEA BREAK
1630 – 1740

How class actions really work
in practice

Closing remarks and announcements
Robert Brodegaard
Guido Cravetto Studio Tosetto, Weigmann
e Associati, Turin
William G Horton
1745
Conclusion of session
1830
Hosted welcome reception
Rooftop terrace
The Forum Hotel
Via Tor de’ Conti 25/30, 00184 Rome
(located in front of the Fori Imperiali)
Social events kindly supported by:

This panel will outline some of the practical
considerations that cause the class action
system to function the way it does in North
America and will address the following
topics:
• Economic incentives, compensation and
cooperation of class counsel (contingency
fee agreements; American rule on award
of attorneys’ fees)
• Settlement of class actions: how and why
they really happen and what the dynamics
are
• Measuring the results of class actions
(number of cases that settle as opposed to
go to trial; amount of damages; amount of
attorneys’ fees; number of class members
who submit claims; impact on corporate
behaviour)
• How class notice is effected in practice
• Strategic use of class actions by
defendants
Moderator
William G Horton Barrister, Toronto,
Ontario
Speakers
Elizabeth Cabraser Lieff Cabraser, San
Francisco, California
Frederick T Davis Debevoise & Plimpton
LLP, Paris
David Kent McMillan Binch Mendelsohn,
Toronto, Ontario
James Woods Woods LLP, Montreal,
Quebec

Tosetto, Weigman e Associati
Exhibitors present at this conference
will include:
CLS Communication, Law Business Research
and Lexis Nexis
Supported by:

Friday 25 May
0830 – 1730 Registration

1400 – 1500

0900 – 1030

Mock hearing on class
certification

Class actions and Europe
This panel will provide an introduction to the
current status of class or collective actions
in Europe and the principal obstacles to
transferring the North American model of
class action to the legal systems of Europe.
Topics will include:
• Implementation of the EU Directive on
Collective Consumer Actions
• Impediments to waiver of substantive and
procedural rights through silence, including
Article 6 of the European Convention on
Human Rights
• Principle that a party must be able to
control the prosecution or defense of
his/her case (Dispositionsmaxime)
Moderator
Guido Cravetto
Speakers
Professor George Bermann Columbia
University School of Law, New York
Professor Michele Taruffo University of
Pavia, Pavia
1030 – 1100 COFFEE/TEA BREAK
1100 – 1230

European legislative
developments on collective
actions
This panel will explore in some depth
the enacted and proposed legislation on
collective actions in England, Germany, Italy
and the Netherlands, and briefly touch upon
such efforts in other European legal systems.
Topics include:
• Description of legislation and proposals
that most closely approximate the North
American model of class actions
• Experience with adapting this model to the
local context
• Predictions as to future developments in
this area
Moderator
Klaus Gerstenmaier Haver & Mailänder,
Stuttgart
Speakers
Albert Knigge Houthoff Buruma,
Amsterdam
Chris Warren-Smith Barlow, Lyde & Gilbert,
London
Nicola Walter Palmieri Parmalat SpA,
Parma
1230 – 1400 LUNCH
Keynote speaker
Meglena Kuneva EU Commission, Brussels
(Invited)

This session will simulate a hearing before a
US court on whether to certify a worldwide
class action that includes large numbers of
European class members. The main issue is
whether a US class action judgment would
be recognised by European courts or refused
on public policy or other grounds. An expert
on the laws of European jurisdictions will be
cross-examined.
Moderator
Barton Legum
Speakers
Ignacio Díez-Picazo Linklaters, Madrid
Patricia Hynes Allen & Overy LLP, New York
Judge John G Koeltl US District Court for
Southern District of New York, New York
Sherrie Savett Berger & Montague,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

2030
Closing dinner at the Palazzo Doria
Pamphilj and private visit of the galleria
Doria Pamphilj
Piazza del Collegio Romano
2 Rome
The gallery is home to a number of 17th
Century masterpieces. Works include those
of Caravaggio and Velázquez as well as
significant Renaissance pieces from Titian and
Raphael. In addition to these, the gallery also
houses antique sculptures from archaic times
to the hellenistic period.
Dinner ticket price: £25
Entrance to the conference dinner is by ticket
only. Tickets are subject to availability.
Dress code: business suit
Private visit of the galleria Doria Pamphilj
sponsored by:

1500 – 1530 COFFEE/TEA BREAK
1530 – 1715

Roundtable discussion
of advantages and
disadvantages of class actions
in Europe
This panel will serve as a springboard for a
broader discussion as to what extent class
action can or should be adopted in Europe,
both as practical and policy matters.
Topics to include:
• Cost and funding of class actions
• Defining the class: opting in versus opting out
• Can class litigation exist without
contingency fees for attorneys or broad
discovery of evidence?
• Impact of class litigation on companies and
their policies
• Fairness and abuses of the class system
• Reconciling class litigation with the right of
representation
Moderator
Jorge Angell
Speakers
Ignacio Díez-Picazo
Richard A Martin Heller Ehrman, New York
Xavier Nyssen Dechert, Paris
Cristina Pagni Norton Rose, Milan
1715
Wrap-up session
Professor Giorgio Costantino University
Roma TRE, Rome
1745
Conclusion of conference
Jorge Angell
Guido Cravetto
Barton Legum

Continuing Professional
Development / Continuing Legal
Education
For delegates from countries where CPD
/ CLE is mandatory, the International Bar
Association will be pleased to provide
a Conference Certificate of Attendance
which, subject to the exact CPD / CLE
requirements, may be used to obtain
the equivalent accreditation in your
jurisdiction.
This conference has been accredited for
CPD / CLE by the Law Society of England
and Wales. Delegates should ask staff at
the Registration Desk for information as
to how to obtain the hours.
US CLE
Accreditation has been obtained in all
MCLE States

Information
Date 24-25 May 2007
Venue

Grand Hotel Plaza
Via Del Corso
126-00186 Rome, Italy
tel: + 39 06 674 952
fax: + 39 06 6994 1575
e-mail: plaza@grandhotelplaza.com

Language
All working sessions and conference
materials will be in English.
How to register
Register online at www.ibanet.org/
conferences/conferences/litigation2007 to
avail of the ten per cent online registration
discount or complete the attached
registration form and return it to Harriet
Rowland at the IBA together with your
payment. You should receive e-mailed
confirmation of your registration within
five days; if you do not then please contact
Harriet Rowland, harriet.rowland@int-bar.org

Fees
On-line registrations received:
on or before after
4 May
4 May
IBA/ABA member

£485

£580

Non-member

£625

£715

Young lawyers
(Under 30 years)

£365

£715

Academics / Judges
(Full time)
£365

£715

Corporate counsel

£440

£715

Closing Dinner

£25

£25

Hard copy registration forms and fees
received:
on or before after
4 May
4 May
IBA/ABA member

£540

£640

Non-member *

£690

£790

Young lawyers
(Under 30 years)

£405

£790

Academics / Judges
(Full time)
£405

£790

Corporate counsel

£485

£790

Closing Dinner

£25

£25

* If you would like to become a Full or
General Member of the IBA, which includes
membership of one or more committees
– and inclusion in and access to our
Membership Directory - we encourage you to
do so now in order to register for this
conference at the ‘member rate’. Full details
of how to join can be found at
www.ibanet.org
The IBA offers senior lawyers a discounted
registration fee. Please contact the IBA office
for further information.
Full payment must be received in order to
process your registration.			
Fees include
• Attendance at all working sessions
• Conference materials, including any
available speakers’ papers submitted to the
IBA before 30 April
• Access to the above conference working
materials from the IBA website (www.
ibanet.org) approximately seven days prior
to the conference
• Lunch on 25 May
• Tea and coffee during breaks
• Invitation to hosted reception on 24 May
Please note that registrations are not
transferable.
List of participants
In order for your name to appear in the list of
participants, which will be distributed at the
conference, your registration form must be
received by 18 May at the latest.

Payment of registration fees
Pounds sterling: by cheque drawn on a
UK bank and in favour of the International
Bar Association. Please send to: 10th Floor,
1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT, United
Kingdom.
OR by bank transfer to the IBA account
number: 13270222 at the National
Westminster Bank, St James’s & Piccadilly
Branch, (Sort Code 56-00-03), 208 Piccadilly,
London W1A 2DG, United Kingdom
or SWIFT address NWBKGB2L or IBAN
GB05NWBK56000313270222. Please ensure
that a copy of the bank transfer details is
attached to your registration form.
Euro: by cheque converted at the current
rate of exchange and in favour of the
International Bar Association

OR by bank transfer to the IBA Bank
Account Number 550/00/06570631 at the
National Westminster Bank, St James’s &
Piccadilly Branch, (Sort Code 56-00-03),
208 Piccadilly, London W1A 2DG, United
Kingdom SWIFT address NWBKGB2L or IBAN
GB58NWBK60721106570631. Please ensure
that a copy of the bank transfer details is
attached to your registration form.
US dollars: by cheque converted at the
current rate of exchange and drawn on a
US bank and in favour of the International
Bar Association. Please send to : 10th Floor,
1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT, United
Kingdom.
OR by bank transfer to the IBA account
number: 01286498 at the National
Westminster Bank, St James’s & Piccadilly
Branch, (Sort Code 56-00-03), 208 Piccadilly,
London W1A 2DG, United Kingdom. Please
ensure that a copy of the bank transfer
details is attached to your registration form.

Credit card payments: by Visa, MasterCard
or American Express. No other cards are
accepted.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOUR NAME AND THE
WORDS ‘CON37 + ROME] ’ APPEAR ON ANY
TRANSFER OR DRAFT.
Cancellation of registration
If cancellation is received in writing at the IBA
office by 27 April, fees will be refunded less a
25 per cent administration charge. We regret
that no refunds can be made after this date.
Travel arrangements and visas
Participants are responsible for making their
own travel arrangements. It is recommended
that you check your visa requirements with
your local Embassy or Consulate. We are
unable to send out letters supporting visa
applications to embassies prior to receipt of
your registration form and full payment of
registration fees.
Please apply for your visa in good time.

Hotel Accommodation
The organisers have reserved a limited
number of guestrooms for the nights of 2425 May inclusive at the Grand Hotel Plaza.
The following rates are inclusive of a buffet
breakfast but exclude a 10 per cent city tax.
Single occupancy: €320
Double occupancy: €360
Subject to availability, the rates quoted apply
if booked via the official accommodation
agent, Judy Lane Consulting (JLC). This is
a limited block of rooms so please book
early as rates and availability cannot be
guaranteed. To make a reservation:
Complete the Accommodation Form and
return to JLC as soon as possible to benefit
from the special IBA rate:
JLC
PO Box 5098
Broadstone, BH18 9WG
United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0)1202 699 488
fax: +44 (0)870 429 2125
e-mail: jlcoffice@btinternet.com

All reservations will be acknowledged, by
e-mail, within 48 hours of receipt. Bookings
cannot be made without a credit card
number. Any subsequent amendment to your
reservation must be made in writing to JLC.
If you do not receive e-mail confirmation of
your reservation or amendment/cancellation,
please contact JLC by telephone. Subject
to availability, JLC can accept reservations
up until 21 May. Thereafter, all reservations
should be made direct with the hotel,
quoting IBA Litigation Conference as the
reference.
Cancellations received in writing less than 7
days prior to arrival will be charged for the
total number of nights booked. This will also
apply to no-shows.
By completing the Accommodation Form,
you enter into an agreement with the
hotel regarding credit card guarantees,
cancellation/no-show terms and conditions
and room rates. Neither the IBA nor
JLC can accept responsibility for hotel
accommodation disputes between a delegate
and the hotel.
Disabled access
The hotel is wheelchair accessible. Please
notify us if you require special assistance.

Promotional literature
Please note that no individual or organisation
may display or distribute publicity material or
other printed matter during the conference,
unless by prior arrangement with the IBA.
Organisations and companies wishing to
discuss promotional opportunities should
contact the Sponsorship Department at
sponsorship@int-bar.org

The organisers may at any time, with or without giving notice, in their absolute discretion and without giving any
reason, cancel or postpone the conference, change its venue or any of the other published particulars, or withdraw
any invitation to attend. In any case, neither the organisers nor any of their officers, employees, agents, members
or representatives shall be liable for any loss, liability, damage or expense suffered or incurred by any person, nor
will they return any money paid to them in connection with the conference unless they are satisfied not only that
the money in question remains under their control but also that the person who paid it has been unfairly prejudiced
(as to which, decision shall be in their sole and unfettered discretion and, when announced, final and conclusive).

Singapore is a unique and dynamic city, filled with culture and
brimming with energy and finesse. It is where urban meets
traditional offering the modern and cosmopolitan whilst retaining
its local flavour. Voted 5th best business meeting city, it offers the
perfect opportunity for both business and pleasure.

What will Singapore 2007 offer?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A meeting place for over 3,000 lawyers from around the world
Over 150 working sessions covering all areas relevant to
international legal practitioners
A chance to share in the knowledge and expertise of the leading
international lawyers from across the globe
The opportunity to generate new business with many of the
leading firms in the world’s key cities
Registration fee which entitles you to attend as many sessions
throughout the week as you wish
Continuing Legal Education and continuing professional
development.
A variety of social functions providing ample opportunities to
network
Integrated guests’ programme
Excursion and Tours programme
Images courtesy of the Singapore Tourism Board

For further information please contact:
International Bar Association, 10th Floor, 1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT
Tel: +44 (0)20 7691 6868, Fax: +44 (0)20 7691 6544
confs@int-bar.org www.ibanet.org

Supported by:

Held in:

Registration form
Class actions at a crossroads: Europe’s choice between its own and the
American model
24-25 May 2007

Grand Hotel Plaza, Rome, Italy

Please read the ‘Information’ section before completing this form and return it together with
your payment, to Harriet Rowland at the address overleaf.
Personal details (Please attach your business card or write in block capitals)
Title__________________ Given name________________________________Family name _ __________________________________________________
Name as you wish it to appear on your badge (if different from above)__________________________________________________________________
Membership number (if applicable)

IBA _________________

ABA _________________

Date of birth_________________________________

Firm / Company / Organisation_ __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel ___________________________________________________________ Fax____________________________________________________________
E-mail_ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Special dietary requirements __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Guest name___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10 per cent discount available on all the fees below by registering online at www.ibanet.org/conferences/litigation2007
Registration form and fees received:

On or before
4 May

After
4 May

Amount Payable

IBA/ABA member

£540

£640

£

Non-member*

£690

£790

£

Young lawyers (under 30 years)

£405

£790

£

Academic / Judges (Full time)

£405

£790

£

Corporate counsel

£485

£790

£

* By paying the non-member fee, we welcome you as a Delegate Member of the IBA for the remainder of the calendar year in which this
conference takes place. This entitles you to the following benefits:
(1) Password access to certain parts of the IBA website. (2) Receipt of IBA e-news and access to online versions of International Bar News.
(3) The member rate for any subsequent conference registrations for this calendar year. (4) Take advantage of IBA Member Rewards.
The IBA offers senior lawyers a discounted registration fee. Please contact the IBA office for further information.
Conference dinner
Number of tickets ___________ @ £25 each
£
Social function tickets reservations are subject to availability and cannot be guaranteed unless payment has been received before 18 May.
TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE		

£

Please note that registrations are not transferable * Join the IBA today and register for this Conference at the IBA member rate.
Please find the IBA membership application on www.ibanet.org
To join the American Bar Association and the Section of International Law please visit www.abanet.org/join.
For more information on Section activities and resources please visit www.abanet.org/intlaw/home.html.

Payment details
I enclose a cheque / bank draft made payable to the IBA for the total amount payable.
I have transferred to the IBA bank account the total amount payable and have attached a copy of the bank transfer details.
Please charge the total amount due to my Visa / Mastercard / American Express (Other cards are not accepted).
Card number_______________________________________________________________ Start date _______________ Expiry date_ _______________
Name of card holder _ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature_ ____________________________________________________________________________ Date___________________________________

Where did you first hear about this Conference?
IBA CONFERENCE

ABA

OTHER CONFERENCE

DIRECT MAIL		

INTERNET

ADVERTISEMENT

E-MAIL

EDITORIAL   

RECOMMENDATION

OTHER

Please provide further details, quoting code (if applicable)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IBA listings are provided to third parties, are used for marketing purposes and are published on the internet and other internationally available networks and media.
The IBA will treat your personal information with the utmost respect and in accordance with UK data privacy laws.
If you do not want your details to be passed on, please tick the box
Note: Your details will however be included in the final list of participants circulated at the conference and dispalyed within the Delegate search of the IBA website.

Please send the completed form to:
Harriet Rowland
International Bar Association
10th Floor, 1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)20 7691 6868 Fax: +44 (0)20 7691 6545 Fax: +44 (0)20 7691 6544
e-mail: harriet.rowland@int-bar.org website: www.ibanet.org
For office use only Payment _______________ Banked ___________________ Processed ____________________

Accommodation form
Class actions at a crossroads: Europe’s choice between its own and the
American model
24-25 May 2007

Grand Hotel Plaza, Rome, Italy

Please refer to the Hotel Accommodation section before completing this form.
Return to: JLC, PO Box 5098, Broadstone BH18 9WG, United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0)1202 699 488 fax: +44 (0)870 429 2125 e-mail: jlcoffice@btinternet.com. Subject to availability, JLC can accept reservations up until
21 May. Thereafter, please contact the hotel direct, quoting “IBA Conference” as the reference.
Personal details (please print clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS)
Title _______________________________ First name _ ______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Family name _ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IBA Membership Number (if applicable) ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm/company/organisation ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel _________________________________________________________ Fax_ _____________________________________________________________
E-mail_ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Please print clearly as your reservation will be confirmed by email. If you do not receive confirmation of your reservation, please contact JLC by
telephone.)
Accommodation requirements
The following rates are inclusive of a buffet breakfast but exclude a 10 per cent city tax.
Single occupancy per night: €320

Double occupancy per night: €360

Date of arrival ______________________________________________ Date of departure __________________________________________________
(Check in from 1400)
(Check out by 1000)
Single   

Double  

Smoking  

       Non smoking

Any special requirements________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(We will do our best to accommodate these requests but cannot make any guarantees)
Cancellations received in writing less than 7 days prior to arrival will be charged for the total number of nights booked. This will also apply to noshows.
Accommodation Guarantee
Reservations cannot be made without a valid credit card number. (Visa, MasterCard, AMEX, and Diners Club are accepted.)
Type of Card _______________________________________________________________________ Expiry Date _______________________________
Name on Card ______________________________________________ Card Number ____________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________________________ Date ____________________________________
By completing the accommodation form, you enter into an agreement with the hotel regarding credit card guarantees, cancellation/no-show terms
and conditions and room rates. Neither the IBA nor JLC can accept responsibility for hotel accommodation disputes between a delegate and the
hotel.
For official use only
Date form recd ______________________________________________ Date registration __________________________________________________
Confirmation number ________________________________________ Comments ______________________________________________________

American Bar Association
SECTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW
Who are we?
The Section of International Law (ABA International) is the gateway to international and transnational
practice for the more than 400,000 members of the American Bar Association. We are the primary network for ABA members who practice internationally, and we are a leader in advocacy for international
legal policy and for promotion of the rule of law.
We have 15,000 + members; 50% of whom are in private practice, 10% are in-house counsel, and
nearly 20% live outside of the United States (more than 90 countries in total).
What do we do?
International Outreach
We organize the annual ABA Day at the United Nations, give advice on nominations to international
courts, organize International Legal Exchange (ILEX) briefing trips (to more than 45 countries since
1982), maintain close working relationships with bars and legal associations around the world, and
hold major international law programs and events in countries worldwide.
Interaction with U.S. Government
We organize an annual dinner with the General Counsel of U.S. Government Agencies, a Section Day
on the Hill, and videoconferences between Government Agencies and our members. We invite many
high-level U.S. and international Government Agency speakers to our meetings.
Our Committees
Our committees are the lifeblood of the Section, and we have more than 60 substantive committees
which cover virtually all aspects of international and transnational law – from the basic to advanced.
Our committees have active listserves and individual websites that committee members maintain and
keep up-to-date. The committees produce practice-specific publications and electronic newsletters,
and host programs at our three major seasonal meetings. The committees also organize stand-alone
programs and teleconferences in specialized areas of interest to their members.
Our Publications
Our members receive the Section’s monthly electronic newsletter, which brings members the latest
updates and important information on Section activities in an easy to click through format.
The Section also publishes a quarterly newsletter, the International Law News, which reports on developments in international law and trends of vital interest to international law practitioners, and The
International Lawyer, the most widely read scholarly journal in international law, which is sent quarterly
to member and non-member subscribers. The Section also publishes books of interest to its members
and, in particular, the International Practitioners Deskbook Series (IPDS) of books, which are indispensable to the international practitioner.
Our Meetings and Programs
Through our seasonal meetings and stand-alone programs, we offer literally hundreds of opportunities to attend programs and hear top-level speakers address cutting edge issues in international law
and practice and earn continuing legal education credit, while networking and attending social and
educational events at venues such as the United Nations, the Supreme Court of the United States, the
Federal Reserve Bank, the U.S. Department of State, the World Bank, the Inns of Court, and other sites
of international interest and importance.
For More Information
Visit our web site at www.abanet.org/intlaw.

International Bar Association
the global voice of the legal profession
The International Bar Association (IBA), established in 1947, is the world’s leading organisation of international legal practitioners, bar associations and law societies. The IBA influences the development
of international law reform and shapes the future of the legal profession throughout the world. It has a
membership of 30,000 individual lawyers and more than 195 bar associations and law societies spanning all continents. It has considerable expertise in providing assistance to the global legal community
as well as being a source of distinguished legal commentators for international news outlets.
Grouped into two divisions – the Legal Practice Division and the Public and Professional Interest Division – the IBA covers all practice areas and professional interests, providing members with access to
leading experts and up-to-date information. Through the various committees of the divisions, the IBA
enables an interchange of information and views among its members as to laws, practices and professional responsibilities relating to the practice of business law around the globe. Additionally, the IBA’s
high-quality publications and world-class conferences provide unrivalled professional development and
network-building opportunities for international legal practitioners and professional associates.
The IBA’s Bar Issues Commission provides an invaluable forum for IBA member organisations to discuss
all matters relating to law at an international level.
The IBA’s Human Rights Institute works across the Association, to promote, protect and enforce human rights under a just rule of law, and to preserve the independence of the judiciary and the legal
profession worldwide.
Other institutions established by the IBA include the Southern Africa Litigation Centre and the International Legal Assistance Consortium.
Litigation Committee
The Litigation Committee is part of the Dispute Resolution Section and has a membership of over
1,800. It focuses on legal, practical and procedural issues involved in conducting litigation at an international level, including issues such as jurisdiction, choice of law and the role of international judicial
assistance in dispute resolution. The committee meets annually at the IBA’s Annual Conference and
also has a specialist litigation conference generally held in May or June each year, together with regular
seminars and events organised by the committee’s local country chairs.

For further information please contact:
International Bar Association
10th Floor, 1 Stephen Street, London W1T 1AT, United Kingdom
tel: +44 (0) 20 7691 6868 fax: +44 (0)20 7691 6544
email: member@int-bar.org website: www.ibanet.org

www.ibanet.org/conferences/litigation2007

